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Giving Thanks

Gathering

Introduction

God is good
all the time.

All the time
God is good.
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Hymn 

Suggestion: God is here; as we his people, meet to offer praise and prayer,  or some other hymn or song which focuses on the gifts of God to us, and our response to them.
We sit

Liturgy of the Word

A Psalm 

Suggestions: Psalms 121, 126, or 150, 
Old Testament Reading

Suggested Reading: 1 Chronicles 29 v 6 –13
Silence

New Testament Reading

Suggested Reading: Hebrews 11: 8-16

If a Gospel reading is required (for example is this service is Eucharistic), Suggestion: Matthew 10:5-8, or Matthew 14:13-21

Silence

Confession

God lavishes upon us all the blessings of his kingdom,
and yet we fail to recognise his goodness,
or to make it known in our lives.
in sorrow for our sins, we make our confession to our Lord

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 
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May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.


Amen. 
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A Hymn

Suggestions: 
Give us the wings of faith to rise within the veil, and see 




God forgave my sin in Jesu’s name




Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair

Sermon

We stand 

The Creed 

The Apostles’ Creed, another Creed or affirmation of faith

Thanksgiving  

We remain standing as symbols of our response to God’s call upon our lives are presented. (These may be the giving forms which people have completed, or another token which represents the commitments made. They may be brought to the Altar table, or laid at the foot of a prominent cross)

Let us give thanks to the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing.

Before the world was made, God chose us in Christ,
that we might be holy and blameless before him.

Let us praise God for the glory of his grace,
for the free gift he gave us in his dear Son.

To Father, Son and Holy Spirit
give praise and dominion, honour and might,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Prayer of dedication

God our Father 
receive these gifts:
our response to your love and generosity.
Take us and bless us that, 
following in the footsteps of our forebears
we may proclaim the coming of your kingdom
grow in the way of Christ,
and reveal your love in the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord

Amen.
Glory to the Father, the God of love,
who created us;
who continually preserves and sustains us;
who has loved us with an everlasting love,
and has given us the light of the knowledge of his glory
in the face of Jesus Christ.

Blessed be God for ever.
Glory to Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who, though he was rich,
yet for our sake became poor,
and was tested in every way as we are,
yet without sin;
who proclaimed the good news of the kingdom,
and was obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross;
who was raised from the dead and is alive for ever,
and has opened the kingdom of heaven
to all who trust in him;
who is seated at God’s right hand in glory,
and will come to be our judge.

Blessed be God for ever.
Glory to the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
by whom we are born into the family of God,
and made members of the body of Christ;
whose witness confirms us;
whose wisdom teaches us;
whose power enables us:
who will do for us more than we can ask or think.

Blessed be God for ever.


     Parish of Longlevens

Commitment

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will.
Will you persevere in resisting evil and,
whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example
the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,
loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will.
Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,
by prayer for the world and its leaders,
by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will.
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Hymn

Suggestions:
Teach me, my God and King, in all things thee to 
see




Take my life and let it be




I the Lord of sea and sky

Or some other hymn or song which refers to our response to God’s love

The Prayers

We sit or kneel

We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy, hear us.
You have called us into the family of those 
who are the children of God.
May our love for our brothers and sisters
be strengthened by your grace.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy, hear us.
You have called us to be a temple
where the Holy Spirit can dwell.
Give us clean hands and pure hearts,
so that our lives will reflect your holiness.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy, hear us.

You have called us to be a light to the world,
so that those in darkness come to you.
May our lives shine 
as a witness to the saving grace you have given for all.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy, hear us.

You have called us to be members of your body,
so that when one suffers, all suffer together.
We ask for your comfort and healing power
to bring hope to those in distress.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
in your mercy, hear us.

You have called us to be the Bride,
where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom.
Prepare us for the wedding feast,
where we will be united with you for ever.
Jesus, Lord of the Church,
hear our prayer,
and make us one in heart and mind
to serve you with joy for ever. 

Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer is said

The Dismissal

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you emptied yourself, 
taking the form of a servant. 
Through your love, 
make us servants of one another.

Lord Jesus Christ, 
for our sake you became poor.
May our lives and gifts enrich the life of your world.
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A Hymn

Suggestion: 
Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,




Great is thy faithfulness




In Christ alone my hope is found

Or another hymn or song which relates to our commitment to Christ


The Blessing

May Christ, who makes saints of sinners, 
Raise and strengthen you, 
That you may transform the world;

And the blessing…

The Service in the Context of Holy Communion

If this service is Eucharistic, the Confession, Prayers and Blessing can be used as set, in the appropriate position in the service.

The Thanksgiving, Prayer of Dedication, and the Commitment may appropriately be inserted either at the Offertory, just before the Table is laid, or after the Communion, replacing the Post-Communion prayers.

Introductions to the Peace, and Proper Prefaces may be selected from the choices provided for Service 1 if wished. Alternatively, the short prefaces for Easter in Common Worship: Times and Seasons are appropriate for a service of celebration, and so is some of the material provided for the Dedication Festival of a Church in the same volume

