Giving for Life – Living Generously 
This provides an outline for a talk/sermon on living generously.  The aim is to help church members reflect on motivations for their giving, to think about God’s generosity, and to understand a wider picture on generosity, since what is truly generous for one, may be much less generous for another. 

There are two tools to support this talk :

· A leaflet which church members can take away as a summary of the talk. If any members are anxious about their, they should be reassured that each cost only 4p - less than the cost of a photocopy. These can be ordered through the Parish Resources website.

· An optional powerpoint presentation which can be downloaded from www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife 

Rather than provide a script, this document seeks to provide an outline and support resources to enable the preacher/presenter to select the material they feel appropriate. Whilst there is sufficient material for a 25 or even 40 minute sermon, the key points can be covered in a 10 minute address. 

READINGS

This talk draws on a range of scriptural resource. If specific readings are to be chosen for it, then any of the following would work well
· Matthew 25 – Parable of the Sheep and Goats

· Luke 10 – Parable of the Good Samaritan

· Psalm 145 – Praise for God’s goodness.
· 1 John 4:7-21  - God is love.
A : INTRODUCTION

	Leaflet :
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Slide 1:
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	Key Point : 

In introducing the talk, the aim is to share the idea that for many of us, our view of issues such as giving and generosity is a bit like a partially completed jigsaw.  Whilst we’ve put together some of the pieces, there are still some blank spaces, and some of the fragments that we’ve assembled need joining together. 

You should draw attention to the accompanying leaflet.

You might position the talk in relation to the giving of money.  Living Generously requires us to give of all that we have – of time, hospitality, gifts, and money.  The talk isn’t just about money, but it is about money! Teaching on money is drawn out as, many of us find money challenging for all sorts of reasons – because it relates to an identifiable amount being given, and because we have different amounts of wealth, what is truly generous for some, will be much less so for others.



B : MOTIVATIONS FOR GIVING

B1 :  GIVING IN RESPONSE TO NEED
	Leaflet :
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Slide 2 :
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Note: The next click brings up a box saying “There’s more to giving than this”
	Key Points : 

We are called to respond generously to the situations that we encounter that express need……and in giving to meet the needs of others, we are giving to God.
Supporting Bible Passages :

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.”  Matthew 25:35,36 (quoted on leaflet)
The Good Samaritan - the parable illustrates the total giving of self to the needs of strangers. He put himself at risk, he put himself out by walking along the road and putting the injured Jew on his donkey, he gave of his time, and at the inn, he gave of his money.

James 2:14-17  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.




Hebrews 13:1-3   Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were suffering

Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

· You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.”  John Bunyan
· The best way to find yourself, is to lose yourself in the service of others."  Gandhi
· I expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show to any fellow creature, let me do it now; let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again." Etienne de Grellet
· “Dearest lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost.”  Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), Jesuit founder 

· “Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could only do a little.”  Edmund Burke

· “If you can't feed a hundred people, then feed just one.”  Mother Teresa

B2 : GIVING REGULARLY IN RESPONSE TO THE NEEDS OF YOUR CHURCH
	Leaflet :
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Slides :
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	Key Points : 

As well as spontaneously responding to the needs that we encounter, it is important that our giving is also planned and regular. This particularly applies to money, but it is also good to give our time in a regular way through serving as a volunteer.
Giving the ‘first-fruits’ has always been an important biblical principle, back to the very first teaching on tithing.
Giving to the church does not just pay the bills, but allows us to respond to God’s invitation to participate in mission, and in doing so, lets us be caught up in his giving of new life - God works through us, both as individuals and as churches.

Personal Example :

It is particularly helpful if the preacher/speaker can illustrate this element of the talk with some personal examples. Ideally this will draw together both one or two elements from their personal money story, and something about their journey of giving. The intention here is not to demonstrate excellence, but progression!! 




Supporting Bible Passages :

‘On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income,’  1 Cor 16:2
Old Testament passages on tithing and giving from first fruits: e.g. Exodus 23:16; Leviticus 23:17; Deuteronomy 26:1-10

Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

A story is told of a missionary in Africa who received a knock on the door of his hut one afternoon. Answering, he found a young native boy holding a large fish in his hands. The boy said, Reverend, you taught us what tithing is, so here – I’ve brought you my tithe.¨ As the missionary gratefully took the fish, he questioned the boy. “If this is your tithe, where are the other nine fish?¨ At this, the boy beamed and said, “Oh, they’re still in the river. I’m going back to catch them now.¨

“Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own needs by opening our mind to the unexplained worlds occupied by the needs of others.” Barbara Bush (1925-), former American first lady 
Two men were marooned on a desert island, in the middle of a wide ocean, some miles from the nearest shipping lanes. One man paced back and forth worried and scared while the other man sat back and was sunning himself. The first man said to the second man, "aren’t you afraid we are about to die." "No," said the second man, "I make over £2,000 a week and tithe faithfully to my church. My vicar or my church treasurer will find me."...

B3 : GIVING GENEROUSLY IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE
	Leaflet :
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Slides :
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	Key Points : 

God loves us unconditionally – irrespective of our needs, and we are called to model God’s unconditional love in our relationships with our Lord and with our neighbours.   In the same way that God’s giving expresses his love for us, so our giving allows us to express love and compassion.

Generous giving is at the heart of God’s character.  His provision is always rich – he doesn’t just give us one butterfly, he provides around 20,000 species of butterfly.  His giving in creation is renewed daily. 
God’s giving enables us to give.  All that we give has first been given to us by God.  Our wealth, health, family and friendships are gifts from God – every breath is provided by his hand.
Supporting Bible Passages :

1 John 4: 9-11 (quoted in the image) 
Psalm 145 has rich wording that describes the nature of God’s giving: He showers compassion on all this creation (v10, NLT); ‘Generous to a fault, you lavish your favour on all creatures (v16, The Message), “They celebrate your abundant goodness” (v7 NIV)


John 3:16  ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’
2 Cor 9:8:  ‘And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work’
Matthew 6:25-30 - God’s daily provision for his people. (and also Exodus 16 - God’s daily provision of manna.)

1 Chronicles 29:10-16 -  In dedicating the offerings for the Temple, David praises God that everything has been given by him.
Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

A quote on thankfulness for all that God gives :

‘You say grace before meals.  All right.  But I say grace before the concert and the opera, and grace before the play and pantomime, and grace before I open a book, and grace before sketching, painting, swimming, fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing and grace before I dip the pen in the ink.’  G.K. Chesterton
We may have as much of God as we will. Christ puts the key of the treasure-chamber into our hand, and bids us take all that we want. If a man is admitted into the bullion vault of a bank, and told to help himself, and comes out with one cent, whose fault is it that he is poor? Whose fault is it that Christian people generally have such scanty portions of the free riches of God?   - McLaren 

B4 : GIVING MOTIVATED BY LOVE
	Leaflet :
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Slides :
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	Key Points : 

The key point of this section is the challenge to recognise what motivates our giving. 
Some giving is motivated by self – the feeling of having done something good, the alleviation of an irritating or pressing significance – giving a beggar some money so that he or she will go away, the maintenance of a church so that we can retain the joys and privileges of membership.

Some giving is motivated by need – an understanding that by giving we are able to meet another’s need. For some, giving to church flows from a desire to help the church achieve it’s goals and vision – which is great; but if there is no love for God behind the gift, then it is a donation rather than an offering! 
Supporting Bible Passages :

1 Cor 13:3 (quoted on leaflet) If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 




Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

 “You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” Amy Carmichael, Missionary to India

‘We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.’  Winston Churchill  or an alternative from Corrie Ten Boom : ‘The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation’

It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving. Mother Teresa (1910-97), Catholic missionary to India

C : HOW DO I KNOW IF I’M GIVING GENEROUSLY
	Leaflet :
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Slides :
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	Key Points : 

We are called to give generously. However, since what constitutes true generosity will be different from person to person – it is helpful to have some yardsticks. We offer four different ones, as we know that different people find different measures helpful:
(When I set my giving in the context of my income, the percentage I’m giving away is a realistic amount. Whether or not we choose to tithe, proportionate giving is a clear step towards the challenge that those who have more are called to give more.
(When I see that my giving in all its forms has an impact on my lifestyle. I can identify an element of sacrifice to my giving. (See CS Lewis quote below) 

(When my giving is a priority from what I receive each week or each month, rather than what’s left over.  Do we give as a priority, or do we give from spare?  Some people find it helpful to use a Giving Account (such as those provided by CAF or Stewardship) and make a transfer on the first day of the month. Many make their standing order payments at the beginning of the month to indicate that they are the “first fruits”.
(When if what I give away was given back to me, it would make a real difference to me.  This final yardstick is a simple one, but one which brings it back to us – just as what constitutes a truly generous act differs between people, so does the difference a particular gift would make if given back.



Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

“Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous, teach me to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost.” St Ignatius of Loyola.  (quoted on the leaflet)

“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do  because our charitable expenditures excludes them.” C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), English author and scholar

Generosity is not giving me that which I need more than you do, but it is giving me that which you need more than I do.”  Khalil Gibran

