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This provides an outline for a talk/sermon on giving and generosity.  The aim is to help church members understand a wider picture on giving, as many have not ‘joined up the pieces’ or have ‘pieces missing’.

There are two tools to support this talk :

· An optional PowerPoint presentation which can be downloaded from www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife/talk.htm 

· A leaflet which church members can take away as a summary of the talk. See the notes at the end of this outline to find out how you can order further copies.

Rather than provide a script, this document seeks to provide an outline and support resources to enable the preacher/presenter to select the material they feel appropriate. Whilst there is sufficient material for a 40 minute sermon, the key points can be covered in a 10 minute address. 

A : INTRODUCTION

	Slides :
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Leaflet :
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	Key Point : 

In introducing the talk, the aim is to share the idea that for many of us, our view of issues such as giving and generosity is a bit like a partially completed jigsaw.  Whilst we’ve put together some of the pieces, there are still some blank spaces, and some of the fragments that we’ve assembled need joining together. 

You should draw attention to the accompanying leaflet.




B :  GOD’s GIVING…… AND OUR THANKSGIVING
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Leaflet :
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	Key Points : 

Any reflection on giving starts with God, and his generosity in giving, rather than with the financial need of the church.  Giving is at the heart of God’s character.

Our response to God’s generosity and grace is first of all thankfulness.
Supporting Bible Passages :

John 3:16  (quoted on the bottom of slide 2) - In giving Jesus’ life, God gives of himself.

Matthew 6:25-30 - God’s daily provision for his people. (and also Exodus 16 - God’s daily provision of manna.)

1 Chronicles 29:10-16 -  In dedicating the offerings for the Temple, David praises God that everything has been given by him.

Psalms such as Psalm 118:1 (quoted on slide 3) encouraging us to be thankful. 

Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

The quote on the first slide is from a talk by Rowan Williams, which is available in full on the Parish Resources website (www.parishresources.org.uk/preach/williams.htm)  Extracts from this talk are reproduced below : firstly showing that giving is at the heart of God’s character, and that what God gives is life in him, and secondly to talk about the abundance of God’s giving through an analogy with Niagara Falls….


“What God gives is God. If we say that what God gives is life or being or goodness, then effectively what we are saying is that God gives God. After all, to put it rather crudely, what else has God got to give us?

“In a way, to say we ‘receive’ the grace of God is as academic and abstract a way of putting it as to say that some little crevice halfway down Niagara Falls receives some water from the waterfall. Receiving isn’t quite adequate to the notion of being absolutely saturated and soaked by something that descends and passes on and draws you in. …..There’s not a great deal of point in the rocky crevice halfway down saying, “Well, I think I would like to hold on to some of this water.” You really haven’t got much option. It falls on you and it bounces off, that’s what waterfalls do! It’s given to us to be givers, to pass on an intensity of outpouring.” 

“Once again, in the waterfall, the little bit of rock halfway down is not under an obligation to respond. It has not very much choice. And maybe when we say that the route of all proper thinking about Stewardship and Christian giving lies in gratitude (which is absolutely right and central), we ought to bear in mind that gratitude itself is something other than a sense of obligation. Real gratitude, which is joy and delight, has very little to do with calculating what I now owe.”

A quote on thankfulness for all that God gives :

You say grace before meals.  All right.  But I say grace before the concert and the opera, and grace before the play and pantomime, and grace before I open a book, and grace before sketching, painting, swimming, fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing and grace before I dip the pen in the ink.  ~G.K. Chesterton

C : GIVING THROUGHOUT LIFE - A JOURNEY OF GENEROSITY
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Leaflet :
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	Key Points : 

Like all aspects of our discipleship, many Christians find that they are on a journey in relation to generosity and giving. Each of us has an individual “money story”, shaped by our lives and experiences.

Reflecting on our attitudes to money and giving can help us understand where we are on our journey, and what is holding us back from moving forwards.

Personal Example :

It is particularly helpful if the preacher/speaker can illustrate this element of the talk with some personal examples. Ideally this will draw together both one or two elements from their personal money story, and something about their journey of giving. The intention here is not to demonstrate excellence, but progression!! 

Here are a couple of examples to demonstrate the type of story that the preacher might include…..

“When I was 7 my Dad died and we moved overnight from relative affluence to living with a much lower level of income. I vividly remember being told by my mum that we couldn’t afford to buy Ribena anymore. This was my first experience of considering money in my life and has since influenced a very careful approach to spending money in the context of anything to do with my family – to the point where my wife may describe me as tight fisted!”   


“When we were first married, our financial situation was transformed - we started our first jobs, but also moved into our first house, accumulating a large amount of second hand furniture and appliances. Trying to work out how much we should give at that time was really difficult - did we do it on the basis of our income, which had gone up significantly, or on our expenditure which had risen faster than our income!!. Coming across the concept of proportional giving a couple of years later gave us a principled basis to adopt.”

Supporting Bible Passages :

“But just as you excel in everything - in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for 
us – see that you also excel in this grace of giving’ 2 Cor 8:7 (quoted on slide 4)

Luke 19:1-10, the story of Zacchaeus, gives a good example of a significant moment along Zacchaeus’s journey of money and giving.

Philippians 4:11 ‘‘I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. ‘  Learning contentment and changing financial priorities doesn’t come easily. St Paul writes of his having learned to be content whatever situation he is in.

Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

“Being a Christian ( is more than just an instantaneous conversion - it ) is a daily process whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ. “  Billy Graham  - slide 5 quotes this excluding the part in brackets. 

 “Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays young. The greatest thing in life is to keep your mind young.“ Henry Ford.

A man bought his wife a beautiful diamond ring for Christmas.  After hearing about this extravagant gift, a friend of his said, "I thought she wanted one of those plush four-wheel-drive vehicles."  "She did," he replied. "But where was I going to find a fake Range Rover?"   - We can create an illusion of being generous, but only we, and God, knows where we are on our journey of generosity. 

D : OUR GIVING GIVES LIFE

	Slides :

[image: image9.png]



[image: image10.png]



Leaflet :
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	Key Points : 

Just as God’s giving breathes life into his creation, so our giving to church and to charities enables fresh life.  In the same way that God’s giving expresses his love for us, so our giving allows us to express love and compassion.

Giving to the church does not just pay the bills, but allows us to respond to God’s invitation to participate in mission, and in doing so, lets us be caught up in his giving of new life - God works through us, both as individuals and as churches.

And so we are called to give regularly, and to give generously - not just to the church, but in every walk of life (although more on the last element in the next section.)  Proportionate giving enables us to assess our generosity - it is a ‘yardstick’ or measure, rather than law. If the yardstick shows that our giving is just one or two per cent of our income, it is difficult to believe we are being truly generous.
Supporting Bible Passages :

‘On the first day of every week, each one of you should set 
aside a sum of money in keeping with his income,’  1 Cor 9:2
2 Corinthians 8:10-15 : equality in giving and generosity is linked to what we have.



2 Corinthians 9:6-14 : our giving brings blessing to others - in both this, and the Deuteronomy passage below, we are challenged to give in response to God’s generosity to us, rather than in expectation of what we might receive in return. 

Deuteronomy 15:10,11  ‘Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.  There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be open-handed toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.’
Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

In debating the ‘Giving for Life’ report, General Synod resolved to….reconfirm its challenge to church members to assess annually their financial giving as a proportion of income and to adopt as an initial target the giving of 5% of their after tax income to and through the church, and a similar amount to other work that helps to build God’s kingdom; 

“Let us more and more insist on raising funds of love, of kindness, of understanding, of peace.” Mother Theresa

A letter was pushed through the vicarage door : ‘Dear Vicar, I'm sorry I can't put more money on the plate, but my dad hasn’t increased my pocket money for ages. Could you have a sermon about a raise in my allowance? Love, Claire. Age 10’ 

E : GIVING IN ALL OF LIFE
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	Key Points : 

This is most emphatically not just about the giving of money… to the church…. to pay the bills!  

We do need to give financially - but the challenge to give is wider than that. 

Since nothing summarises our priorities more clearly than our bank statement (see Billy Graham quote below), our financial giving reveals the outworking of our faith.
Supporting Bible Passages :

The Good Samaritan - the parable illustrates the total giving of self to the needs of strangers. He put himself at risk, he put himself out by walking along the road and putting the injured Jew on his donkey, he gave of his time, and at the inn, he gave of his money.

James 2:14-17  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.


Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

In debating the ‘Giving for Life’ report, General Synod resolved to….encourage church members (including children and young people) to live generously as disciples of Jesus Christ, joyfully giving time, skills, money and other resources to God’s mission in the world,
 “You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” Amy Carmichael, Missionary to India

‘We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.’  Winston Churchill  or an alternative from Corrie Ten Boom : ‘The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation’

 “Give what you have. To someone it may be better than you dare to think.” — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82), American writer and poet 

 “Dearest lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost.” — Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), Jesuit founder 

“Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could only do a little.”  Edmund Burke

“If you can't feed a hundred people, then feed just one.”  Mother Teresa

“Wherever a man turns he can find someone who needs him.”  Albert Schweitzer

F : WHAT CAN I DO
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	Key Points : 

End by just linking back to God’s giving. Any response that we make is an inadequate response - (see the Isaac Watts quote on the bottom of the slide)

We need to give thanks for all that God has done, and since God’s giving is renewed each day, so should our thanksgiving.

We are encouraged to give regularly, and generously, with money, of our time, with love and with compassion as we engage in mission and are caught up in ministry.

We need to give of ourselves. Our giving cannot just be a cold, financial transaction, but as God’s giving intrinsically involves the giving of himself, this is a model for us. 

Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations :

‘Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small

Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.’ 


Isaac Watts from ‘When I Survey the Wondrous Cross’




Notes :

1) 
Additional preaching resources are included on the Parish Resources site. These include a pdf download of “Stewardship for Sundays” - ideas and illustrations to accompany the Common Worship lectionary. (see http://www.parishresources.org.uk/preach/s4sundays.pdf ) 

2.
The leaflet accompanying this talk is available as a pdf at http://www.parishresources.org.uk/givingforlife/talk.htm This can be downloaded and photocopied free. If you want to purchase further printed copies, they can be obtained in packs of 50 for £2 + £1 P&P by e-mailing the National Stewardship Officer : nso@parishresources.org.uk   At 4p per leaflet, it is hoped that any anxieties of church members at the perceived cost of such glossy leaflets can be quickly dispelled! 

