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This provides an outline for a two talks/sermons on giving and generosity.  The intention is that churches will use these a week apart, and offer them the ‘Giving for Life - Reflections’ leaflet to use for personal study and reflection during the week between the two talks. 

Rather than provide a script, this document seeks to provide outlines of the talks and support resources to enable the preacher/presenter to select the material they feel appropriate. 

TALK ONE :   Cycles of Generosity

Bible Passages: 

Of your own do we give you  (1 Chronicles 29:10-17)




The Sheep and The Goats (Matthew 25:31-46)

Summary of talk:

· Introduction

· Of your own do we give you

· Extension : God owns everything

· You did also unto me

· Introduce Reflections Leaflet

· Conclusion

A 
INTRODUCTION

Opening Illustration:

The strongman at a circus sideshow demonstrated his power before a large audience. Towards the end, he squeezed the juice from a lemon between his hands. He then said to the audience, “I will offer £100 to anyone in the audience who can squeeze another drop from this lemon. A thin scholarly looking woman came forward, picked up the lemon, strained hard and managed to get a drop. The strongman was amazed. He paid the woman and said, “I’ve been doing this act for sixteen years, and tonight is the first time I’ve had to pay out. What is the secret of your strength?” “Practice,” the woman answered. “I was a church treasurer for thirty-two years!”

Sometimes it might feel like our needs for money require us to try and squeeze more money out of those who already support the church. But that shouldn’t be the case, and if we have a right view of generosity, we can be confident in our giving. This week and next week we are focusing in on how generosity can enable mission, and in giving to meet the needs of the church and mission, we are also giving back to God. 

B 
CYCLE ONE : OF YOUR OWN DO WE GIVE YOU

The passage from 1 Chronicles 29 contains familiar words, which are often used at the offertory, but the context may be less familiar.

This passage is set towards the end of David’s reign. God had told David that because he had been a W

warrior who had spilt blood (1 Chron 28:3), he would not be allowed to build the temple. Solomon his son would have that privilege. Concerned about his youthful age, and lack of experience; David sets about preparing the materials needed for the building of the temple. 

In the passage we heard this morning, we hear  what David said to a national assembly he had called together, and how he challenged the people to give generously to the building of the temple. This is an inspiring story of God’s people giving generously to God’s work.

But it starts with David himself – who gives  both from the wealth of his office (1 Chron 29:1,2), and also from his own personal funds (1 Chron 29:3). He is unwilling to ask others to give until he has given himself.

David is giving funds for the temple – for the building of the church, but he is clear that his gift is for the worship and the glory of God.  In verse 1 David said to the whole assembly: “The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for the Lord God.”  Sometimes it’s easy to lose sight of the fact that our giving is for God - whichever channel it might be directed through. 

But that which we give to God, comes from God.  In verse 14, David says “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.” It’s such an important point he reiterates it two verses later : “O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.”

And here is our first cycle of generosity. All that we have is from a generous God, and so, all that we give back to God is his in the first place.  He has taken what is his, and blessed us, and placed it into our care, and we take it and offer it back to him, as we give to his work.” 

Supporting Quotes and Illustrations:

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.” Martin Luther (1483-1546),

C 
EXTENSION: GOD OWNS EVERYTHING

But what does it mean that God owns everything  - as the Simpsons’ Grace below points out - we paid for the stuff, so don’t we own it as well?

Teaching Point:

God’s ownership is different from human ownership - it is a generous, shared ownership, that entrusts us as stewards, taking care of that which is entrusted to us.

Expansion:

· Human ownership is possessive and exclusive - if I own something, you don’t. It’s mine, and I have the rights on it.

· Right from the start, in the Genesis account of creation, God gives to man ‘stewardship’ of creation - the responsibility to care for it, to till the ground, to ‘rule’ over the earth. Yet that doesn’t make it our earth, for God retains his ownership.

· God’s ownership is a generous, shared ownership - ‘it’s Mine, and it’s yours; to have and to enjoy, with the freedom to do with it what you think best,’

· Yet the parable of the talents makes it clear that we will be accountable one day. (Mt 5:14-30)

Other Supporting Passages, Quotes and Illustrations:

The earth is the LORD'S, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;   Psalm 24:1

“Dear God, we paid for all this stuff ourselves, so thanks for nothing”  - Grace on ‘The Simpsons’

D 
CYCLE TWO: WHEN WE GIVE TO OTHERS WE GIVE TO GOD

Our Gospel reading is challenging in all sorts of ways. Not least it encourages our generosity to take different forms - and Jesus also uses the parable to teach the surprising truth that as we  give to others, we are giving to Christ.  

Teaching Point:

v40: 
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

Expansion:

· Human ownership is possessive and exclusive - if I own something, you don’t. It’s mine, and I have the rights on it.

· Right from the start, in the Genesis account of creation, God gives to man ‘stewardship’ of creation - the responsibility to care for it, to till the ground, to ‘rule’ over the earth. Yet that doesn’t make it our earth, for God retains his ownership.

· God’s ownership is a generous, shared ownership - ‘it’s Mine, and it’s yours; to have and to enjoy, with the freedom to do with it what you think best,’

· Yet the parable of the talents makes it clear that we will be accountable one day. (Mt 5:14-30)

Other Supporting Passages, Quotes and Illustrations:

“Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you can,

At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.”   John Wesley

“What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others and the world remains and is immortal.”  Albert Pine, 19th Century English Author

E 
INTRODUCING THE REFLECTIONS LEAFLET

When you leave church this morning, you will be given one of these leaflets (hold one up). This leaflet contains five short passages and reflections that we’re encouraged to use this week to reflect on God’s generosity to us, and that how, our giving enables mission and ministry to happen. 

F  
CONCLUSION


So all that we have – and all that we are – come from God. 

TALK TWO :   Generosity enables Mission

Bible Passages: 

The Good Samaritan  (Luke 10:25-37)




Faith and Deeds (James 2:14-26)

Summary of talk:

· Introduction

· Faith requires generosity

· Love requires generosity

· Mission requires generosity

· Conclusion

A 
INTRODUCTION

Opening Illustration:

The story is told that whilst travelling, Alexander the Great passed by a poor beggar by the roadside.  Although his position gave him no right to ask, the beggar asked Alexander for alms as he passed by. The Emperor threw him several gold coins, which shocked one of his attendants. The courtier was astonished at his generosity and Said, "Sir, a few copper coins would adequately meet a beggar's need. Why give him so much gold?" Alexander responded "Cooper coins would suit the beggar's need, but gold coins suit Alexander's giving."

Link into passage  of the Good Samaritan - Jesus told a story of a Samaritan traveller, who whilst also out travelling encountered a person in need. 

B 
FAITH REQUIRES GENEROSITY

The letter of James famously links “works” or “deeds” with faith. “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if people claim to have faith, but have no deeds.”  (James 2:14)

Teaching Point:  

Whilst deeds cannot earn us God’s grace or salvation - both of which are freely given; our deeds are the response to the God of love, and reveal the transformational nature of his grace.

Supporting Quotes and Illustrations:

‘We shall not live up to our call as spiritual creatures unless we are willing to pull our weight. The theological axiom that ‘Man’s will and God’s grace rise and fall together” must be translated into practical terms and given practical effect” Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941, Christian Writer.)

“Paul does not say that the purpose of knowing Scripture is to enable us, when we go to heaven, to get a 100 score on the entrance exam. He says the purpose is for us to become transformed into the kind of people from whom goodness flows like an unceasing stream of water”   John Ortberg from ‘The Life you’ve always wanted’

C 
LOVE REQUIRES GENEROSITY (IN MANY FORMS)

Jesus’ telling of the parable of the Good Samaritan is in response to a question from an expert in the law.  A question of law is met by a practical illustration. 

Teaching Point:

Loving our neighbour as ourselves will require a generosity that takes many forms, and is applied to all those in need. 

Expansion:

In Jesus’ parable, the Good Samaritan demonstrated generosity in many aspects:

· generosity of time in stopping

· a willingness to put himself at risk - the road was known to be dangerous, and we might assume that the priest and the Levite did not stop as they weren’t willing to put themselves at risk.

· a willingness to go beyond cultural norms - the shocking thing about the story is the willingness of a Samaritan to help a Jewish traveller. Donald B Kraybill comments “If Jesus merely wanted to teach about neighbourly love, the hero of the story could have been another Jew. Better yet, why not tell a story where a Jew rescued a Samaritan?  That would have been comforting - good guy helps bad guy. But to turn a rascal into a hero? Unthinkable!”

· giving of his comfort in putting the traveller on his donkey and walking alongside

· finally giving of his money in an unlimited way - opening a tab at the local hotel and asking the innkeeper to charge whatever it costs.

Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations:

“You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” Amy Carmichael, Missionary to India

The teaching of the Sheep and the Goats again makes the link between faith and works - Jesus shows the range of works that are required - feeding the hungry, welcoming strangers, providing basic needs to those without clothes or shelter, caring for the sick, visiting those 

“We cannot do great things on this Earth, only small things with great love”  Mother Teresa

“The giving of love is an education in itself”  Eleanor Roosevelt

D
MISSION REQUIRES GENEROSITY

In debating the ‘Giving for Life’ report, General Synod resolved to….encourage church members (including children and young people) to live generously as disciples of Jesus Christ, joyfully giving time, skills, money and other resources to God’s mission in the world.

It is a privilege to be involved in God’s mission to the world. God’s generosity is reflected in  his invitation to participate in mission. Often it doesn’t feel that way, though.   Mission can be costly – as we saw with the parable of the Good Samaritan.

Yet we are called to participate with all that we have, and to do so joyfully. 

Illustration:  Breathing In and Out

Can I ask you to stand up – now breathe in – keep on breathing in – keep on – that’s it – don’t stop – Put your hand up when you need to stop!  

That was harder than it first appeared – let’s try a different approach.  Please breathe out – keep breathing out – go on – breathe out .  Put your hand up when you need to stop!   So that wasn’t any easier than the breathing in!    OK – now please sit down.

Our breathing is like a rhythm – we need to breathe in and we need to breathe out.  We can’t just do one or the other.  So it is with worship and mission.  If we see breathing in as worship, it might reflect the infilling of the Spirit as we come Sunday by Sunday, or in the quiet times of the week to worship the Lord.  And breathing out is mission – as we engage with the realities of life with our money, by giving time, by showing hospitality and so on. 

If we only see faith on Sunday, we are just breathing in, and we have a faith that is worship focused, but lacks deeds;  If on the other hand, we see the priority of living a good life, and it doesn’t matter about whether we go to church or not, or give God any time at all, we are just breathing out.

The natural way of living is to breathe in and out!  We worship and we serve, we worship and we serve.  We express our love for God, and we express our love for neighbour. But since breathing is actually one action – with the in and the out merely two parts of the whole, so our love for neighbour is merely the other half of our love for God – two parts of the same whole.

Generosity challenges us to ask ourselves “how will we breathe” – in shallow, short breaths as though the supply of air was limited, or in deep, slow breaths that fill us.

Other Supporting Quotes and Illustrations:

Stewardship is the act of organizing your life so that God can spend you.” — Lynn A. Miller, author

E
CONCLUSION

In reflecting on the parable of the Good Samaritan, we see Jesus showing us that generosity is a matter of faith - faith without deeds is dead, as James wrote.  As we see the Samaritan showering love and compassion upon the person in need, without thought to the personal cost, we are taught that our love for God is reflected in our love for our neighbours.   We are challenged as to how we will express our generosity in response to God’s mission to the world – through the Church, and in many other ways.

Notes :

1) 
Additional preaching resources are included on the Parish Resources site. (www.parishresources.org.uk) 

2.
The leaflet accompanying this talk is available as a pdf at  

This can be downloaded and photocopied free. If you want to purchase further printed copies, they can be obtained in packs of 50 for £4 + P&P by e-mailing the National Stewardship Officer: nso@parishresources.org.uk   At 8p per leaflet, it is hoped that any anxieties of church members at the perceived cost of such glossy leaflets can be quickly dispelled! 

