SERMON OUTLINE - Giving for the future 

This is the text of a talk given by Patrick Lavin, churchwarden of St Mary’s, Storrington, West Sussex as part of a wider Stewardship programme in Lent 2005. The main points of this talk were summarised into a folded A4 pew leaflet illustrated by the yew twig. 

Giving for the future

Today I’m concluding the series of Lent addresses concerning Stewardship which have been given over the past three Sundays. My theme is giving for the future.

“For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps’. I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour; others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.’ John 4, 37-38.
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First of all, I want to recognise some of the many gifts and legacies from the past which we all enjoy and benefit from, today here at St Mary’s. I have always admired our fine churchyard, which is cared for so lovingly by our churchyard team. Every time we come to Church, we are greeted by the splendid yew trees, particularly the ancient yews which stand as three sentinels around the Church. There are, of course, a further dozen smaller yews in the graveyard 
itself. Yew trees grow very slowly and often live to a great age like the one in the Churchyard at Cold Waltham which is said to be an amazing three thousand years old. As these great trees age, they begin to hollow in their centre, where, remarkably, a new tree starts to grow. For this reason, since ancient times, yews have become symbols of renewal and rebirth after death and have been planted near Churches and in graveyards.

[image: image2.jpg]


The three large yews standing around our Church are also of a good age. Recently I measured their girths and plotted this on tables of age for yew trees. As the three yews measured about the same, this indicates they were probably planted at the same time, which according to the tables, was about 500 years ago, in the 1500s. As we all know, this was a time of turbulence and reformation in the life of the Christian Church. I have an image of our predecessors planting

these small seedlings for future generations as a mark of confidence and faith in a new era of Christianity.  What a legacy these trees have been for us and now with continuing help from the churchyard team, they will surely last for many future generations to enjoy.  More recently, you will recall how we ourselves have continued in this tradition when the Rector blessed the ‘millennium yew tree’ planted in the new graveyard in 2000; I’m glad to say this baby yew is

now growing vigorously and no doubt will outlast us all, as well as many generations to come! 
Inside our Church are a series of remarkable legacies from the men and women of this parish. One of the most significant came from the vision of the Rev George Faithfull who was Rector here from 1871 to 1900. When George Faithfull became Rector, the congregation was rapidly expanding, and he had a vision of extending the Church by building an additional South aisle and vestry. At the same time he built a new chancel roof and in addition raised and rebuilt the roof of the entire Church to make it into one integrated place of worship. At that time, the 
congregation sat in pews on two levels in the Church, on a raised wooden gallery around the North wall, and below on pews facing south across the Church towards a large pulpit on then existing South wall, and not towards the altar. Faithfull decided to take down the old pulpit and install new pews of Oregon pine facing east toward the altar ….. where we sit today. Much of this work was completed in 1870s and was paid for, from Faithfull’s own means. Really, we 
owe the fine Church we have today largely to his vision of the future needs of this parish.

The enlargement of the Church is only one example of the many practical gifts that have come from members of this parish to enhance worship at St Mary’s. In the 1700s when there was no social security or public education, two trusts were set up by members of the Church. One trust was to assist the Poor of the Parish (the Hooper and Coates Trust) and a second to provide a School and Education for Children (the Hooper and Downer Trust). There are two large wooden boards under the bell tower at the rear of the Church which commemorate the setting up of these Trusts. Both continue today, working in a very different world to give support local 
disadvantaged people and to provide educational scholarships. 
Our fine old Lectern was left to us in 1874 by Major Francis Munt. It’s amazing what 150 years of polishing from the various teams of Church cleaners has done for the beautiful old eagle, and we use it at nearly every service. Think what it’ll be like after another 150 years of polishing!

There have been many legacies over the years which have supported the provision and upkeep of our Church bells which ring out majestically across Storrington calling us to our services. Five bells were installed in the bell tower in 1760, and the sixth treble bell was added in 1928 in memory of Harold Petit. You can hear the bells in their full glory when our ‘all age’ band of bell ringers (they are aged from 9 – 90), ring a full peal on the 60th anniversary of VE day on May 8th. We can all look forward to that. Music is an important part of our tradition here at St. 
Mary’s and many legacies have been directed towards supporting it. In 1938, the existing Choir Stalls were left to us by Helen Ravenscroft, who also provided our fine pulpit. In 1983, Alison Mac Donell, who was the first woman member of the Royal College of Organists, left money to provide the Allen electronic organ we use today. She also left a major legacy which we have used extensively for the maintenance of the Church over the past two years. In 1996, we

purchased a piano from legacies of Dorothy Ogden, Anne and Eric Taylor and Mary Trehearne.

In support of our Parish activities, the Joyce Brett legacy in 1996 enabled the Church to build the Parish Office by extending the existing rectory garage and to build a carport to replace the garage. The legacy also enabled us to buy the Curate’s House, which is a wonderful asset to this Parish. From this tale of yew trees, the enlarged church, bells, organs and new parish office emerges a common theme, a story of the people who sat on these benches like you and me, who cared for St Mary’s and had a vision for future worship here, who in their time and in their own unique way helped to provide for the future.

During our Christian stewardship in Lent, we should, like our predecessors, take some time to think of the future. Against a backdrop of today’s national statistics showing ever fewer, now less than 50% of adults, who ever make a will, we should all pause to consider if we have made the necessary provision for our families and friends for the time when we are gone. For most people, this means having a will. So regardless of anything else, it would be good if all adults, particularly those with families, get around to making a will or bringing an old will up to date. Five hundred years ago, just about the time our yews were being planted, the first edition of the Book of Common Prayer was being written by Archbishop Cranmer, in which he reminds everyone to keep their wills up to date ”..whilst they are still in good health”. This continues to be sound advice. In fact in our age of rapid change it would be sensible for most people to review their wills, say, every five years, as addresses and family circumstances change so frequently. I’m not a lawyer, but I have seen at first hand the hardship of dependants when a mother or

father dies unexpectedly leaving no will and the anguish from the delays and often substantial legal expenses which follow before things can be sorted out.

Where can one go to get advice and help on this subject? Well, in addition to the three high street solicitors in Storrington, the Diocese of Chichester has an excellent website that has more than 20 articles which advise people how they can go about making a will and providing for the future. Through the Parish office we will be making available any of these articles for those who request information and will be happy to talk to anyone who wishes to discuss how to make a donation in their will to St Mary’s. I will also be handing out a leaflet after the service which gives

information and advice on wills, legacies and how to contact the website. I’ve talked of a tradition of giving for the future here at St Marys, which has goes back over many generations. I ask that today that we all look into our own hearts and consider if we are able to offer something to the Church as our legacy, to help sustain St Mary’s and inspire others, as those before us have done. 
