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Introduction
There is much material on the theme of stewardship already widely available. The provision here does take up some stewardship themes, but concentrates mainly on the biblical metaphor of inheritance as a way of speaking about our relationship with God. 

There is a great deal in the New Testament that presents the idea of us being God's children and heirs.  By drawing on this material to talk about ourselves as inheritors of God's covenant, we can see our giving of a legacy as a way of sharing generosity to others as God has shown generosity to us. Some readings are also suggested, but there are many others. While the story of the prodigal son is not included here, its imagery influences the prayers, particularly the suggested proper preface, as a classic story of inheritance squandered and regained.

Opening sentences

What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. Psalm 116 v12-14

Let us thank the Lord for his goodness: and for the wonders he does for the children of earth; let us offer sacrifices of thanksgiving; and tell what he has done with shouts of joy.  Psalm 107 v21.22

See that you do not look down on one of these little ones.  For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.  Matt 18v10.

Invitations to Confession

Jesus said: "When you offer your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has

something against you, first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift."  Let us therefore confess our sins against God and our neighbour, and seek that reconciliation which is the fruit of God's mercy and forgiveness.

My sisters and brothers, in baptism we were sealed with the Spirit, God's pledge to us of the   inheritance stored up for us in heaven. Let us therefore confess the sins by which we have  grieved God's Spirit, that in Christ Jesus we may inherit the kingdom of God.

Confessions

Let us return to the Lord our God and say to him: 

Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you.

We are not worthy to be called your children.

We turn to you again.

Have mercy on us, bring us back to yourself as those who once were dead but now have life through Christ our Lord Amen

Patterns for Worship

Lord Jesus, your words are the rock on which the wise may build a house that will stand.

Lord have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

You speak and the heavens are created, you call, and the dead hear your voice,

Christ have mercy

Christ, have mercy

You have the words of eternal life, to whom can we come, but you, O Lord?

Lord have mercy

Lord, have mercy.

Bible readings focusing on the theme of inheritance

Genesis 15 v1-6

God's promise is given to Abraham for his descendants.

1 Chronicles 19 v1-5

David reveals what he is leaving for Solomon to build the temple.

Psalms 37 v1-20; 62; 103; 122; 127

Ecclesiastes 5 v10-20

Solomon reflects on the futility of hoarding wealth.

Ecclesiasticus 44 v1-15

a commemoration of benefactors.

Matthew 6 v19-24

store up riches for yourself in heaven.
Luke 12 v13-21

the parable of the rich fool

John 14 v23-29

part of Jesus' "last will and testament". Note the Jerusalem Bible of v27: "Peace I bequeath to you".

Acts 5 v1-11

Ananias and Sapphira provide an unintended object lesson

Romans 8 v11-17

as God's children, we will inherit the blessings he has in store.

1 Peter 1 v3-5

God's generosity will culminate in our inheriting the blessings in heaven.

NB There are more Bible references on page 28-29

Intercessions

Lord of all, we have thought of ourselves and now we remember others. And especially today we pray for the young people of our church, our country and our world; Young people with so much to offer, so many gifts, so many fresh ideas, so much vigour and enthusiasm, yet faced today as never before by all kinds of pressures, demands and temptations.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

We pray for the young people of this church. Help us to appreciate them to be open to their insights, to use their gifts, to nurture their faith and to care about their welfare.

Guide them in their work and studies, protect them from all that may harm or lead them astray, encourage them in all they are doing among us and show them your way for the future

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

We pray for the young people of our town (city) (village), our country and the wider world, so often maligned on account of the few.

We pray for those in our schools and universities, those from broken or needy homes, those whose gifts lie wasted through unemployment, those faced by the temptation of alcohol and drug abuse, those burdened by the problem of debt, those coming to terms with the complex world of human relationships, those who are denied the resources they need to realise their full

potential, 

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Lord of all, give guidance to all who work with young people, those in our own church, in youth 

organisations, in schools and colleges, in organisations dedicated to child care

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Loving Lord we thank you for young people.

Through our giving to and receiving from them 

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Nick Fawcett - Prayers for all Seasons

Dear God, you are our Father, and, whatever our age, we are your children.

We thank you for the joy and eagerness of being young, of having boundless energy; we thank you for the fascination of developing skills and for faculties of sight, hearing and taste that are 

sharp and keen.

For our early years: Thank you, Father

We thank you for the years of maturity with their experience and steadiness, fortitude and hope that come with proving your goodness.

For our middle years: Thank you Father

We thank you for the richness of growing old; for the wisdom, the sense of proportion and the 

humility that age can bring.

For our final years: Thank you Father.

Father, we thank you that, when our earthly years are spent, there awaits us life in your presence with our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

Prayers for the People; Reader's Edition, Michael Perry (Ed) 

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for the young people of our land. Help them to find that spiritual discipline by which alone life can be successfully lived and Christian character achieved. Give grace to discipline youthful energies, which can only be effective when controlled; protect them physically with your presence; be their teacher, be their guide. Send into their lives the specially chosen companions and friends you want them to have. Guard them from any costly blunder that would haunt them down the years; save them from instant temptations which inflame the 

mind and tantalise the passions; give to them that joy and happiness that enable us to go out to meet life in your strength. For their well-being and for your glory we ask this. Amen

Prayers for Today's Church: D. William (Ed)

Let us give thanks for Christ's revelation to us of God's love for children and of their infinite value in his sight.

We thank you O Lord.

For his tender compassion towards them; for his burning indignation against those who do them

wrong for his deep and overflowing love, drawing them with irresistible attraction to himself; for his message of their nearness to the Father of all;

We thank you O Lord.

For the beauty of children and their joy in all beautiful things, for their mirth and laughter, and for

the joy and light they bring into the world; 

We thank you O Lord.

For their enthusiasm, their abounding energy, and their love of the adventurous; for their candid, 

generous trust in those around them and for their quick response to calls of love and service;

We thank you O Lord.

O Lord forgive Because there are still children in need of care and love because homes are broken by selfishness, pride and greed and because, even in our affluence, children remain in spiritual and moral danger

O Lord forgive

Because many children live in fear, and have not heard the good news of Jesus Christ

O Lord forgive

Because these great needs cannot always be met for want of skilled workers and adequate resources

O Lord forgive

Let us all say together:

O Lord God, forgive what we have been, sanctify what we are, direct what we shall be, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen

Lord of mercy, you look in kindness on all that you have made. Hear our prayer for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, Especially... Help them to find wholeness through the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. We also pray for those who are dying: assure them of your loving presence, that their suffering now may prepare them for the glory that is to be revealed.

Lord of the living and dead, we thank you for all those who have walked before us in the way of Christ; those who have shared their faith and love with us, and those who have been generous benefactors of church, nation and world, by the lives they have lived, and the inheritance they have left to us who come after. May we, with them come to share the joy of your heavenly banquet and the blessings of life.

A period of silence

Lord of all, help us to remember that our gifts, our possessions, our loves, our very lives, are the gifts of your grace. Grant that we may be faithful stewards of all that you have entrusted to us, that all people may know your love and all creation come to share your glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Peace

We are all one in Christ Jesus We belong to him through faith, heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. Jesus says: Peace I leave with you. My peace I bequeath to you. Not as the world gives, give I unto you.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.

The offering

God of life, saviour of the poor, receive with these pledges, gratitude for your goodness, 

penitence for our pride, hope for the future, and dedication to your service, in Jesus Christ our Lord

CW - adapted

Blessing

God the beginning and end of our joy, Give you generosity in your living and grace in your dying, that you may walk with Christ in the way of love and life; and the blessing…..

EUCHARISTIC MATERIAL

Proper preface

It is indeed right it is our duty and our joy at all times and in all places, to give you thanks and praise, Holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Through him you stretched out the heavens and created the earth, a place of delight and beauty. You made humankind in your own image and gave us this earth to care for and enjoy; with its bounty you preserve our life.

Builder and maker, lover and carer, you called us to share in your work; yet when we turned from you and from your calling, you stooped to seek us out, sending your Son poor into the world, to die upon the cross of shame.

Rising from death, he brought us into your presence, that you might make us your children, bestow on us the riches of our inheritance, and lead us into the banqueting hall of your love.'

Therefore, with angels and archangels ....

Post-communion prayer

Faithful God, in baptism you have adopted us as your children, made us members of the body of Christ and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom; We thank you that in this Eucharist you renew your promises within us; empower us by your Spirit to witness and to serve, and send us out as disciples of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Material from Patterns for Worship, and Common Worship © the Central Board of Finance of the Church of England. Also acknowledgements to The Rev Doug Chaplin Diocese of Worcester and the Rev. Dr. L. M. Wheeler Diocese of Lichfield.
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O Lord all the world belongs to you 



J Weinberger 

509
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